











ORGAN NEWS
Ralph Bootman

Starston Parish Church suffered a major
catastrophe a few years ago when gales
blew down a massive tree on to the church.
It fell on the organ chamber and virtually
destroyed the organ which had but recently
been restored by Messrs. Boggis of Diss.

This instrument had been built in 1866 by
Holdich, and George Maidwell. Holdich
himself presided at the keys at its
dedication. It is said that, after the service
he remarked to the assembly There, you
now have the guts of an organ.’

True or not, the small organ he had
provided did contain what many think is
essential to any instrument worthy to be
called ’an organ’ - an Open Diapason 8’ !
For this, plus a Principal 4°, a Fifteenth 2’
and a Stopped Diapason and Dulcian &
together with a pedal Bourdon 16’ made up
his original instrument.

He had prepared the single manual for a
Cremona 8 and this, (together with a
Swell manual) was added by him in 1877.
The Swell contained - Open Diapason §’,
Lieblich Gedackt 8’, Principal 4°, Fifteenth
2’ and Oboe 8’. An & rank was added to
the pedals and Swell to Great and Swell to
Pedal couplers with three composition
pedals.

At its restoration by Boggis, some tonal
alterations were made including the
ousting of the Cremona which was
replaced by a Mixture.

This was the organ which was destroyed
and following its destruction several
schemes were looked at for a replacement
instrument - including the provision of an
electronic instrument. The final scheme
adopted was for a new instrument and this
was built by Boggis of Diss and was

completed and dedicated in November
1992.

It has been placed on a new west gallery,
projecting slightly from the western tower
arch, and is clothed in a simple but
effective and pleasing case designed and
made by Mr. Rodney Briscoe, the Principal
of Messrs. W and A Boggis. The console is
detatched and is placed at the eastern end
of the north aisle with the organist facing
south. Direct electric action is used and
stop control is by conventional draws

Specification:

Great (56)

Stopped Diapason 8
Principal 4
Fifteenth 2
Mixture 2 ranks
Swell (Balanced Pedal)

Lieblich Gedact 8
Salicional 8
Gemshorn 4
Larigot 113
Sub octave coupler

Pedal (R/C 30)

Bourdon 16’
Bass Flute 8 ‘
Couplers

Swell to Great

Swell Sub to Great

Swell to Pedal

Great to Pedal

Electric blowing of course, and the church
is justly proud of its new instrument.
Luckily the church was well insured and
almost all of the cost of the new organ
(which was most reasonable by today’s
standards) was met by the insurance
company - other churches take note!































































